ROYAL UNIVERSITY OE IRELAND. 



Correspondence between the Chief Secretary for Ireland and the Secretaries 
to the Royal University of Ireland, relative to the Financial Require- 
ments of the University. 



liJrrsnitrtr to both J&ouw*’ of Parliament bp dommaitb of $er fttajeeti). 



Gentlemen, Irish Office, 22nd July 1881. 

I have to acquaint you, for the information of the Senate of the Royal 
University of Ireland, that Her Majesty’s Government have had under their considera- 
tion the requirements of that University, and that, desiring to secure an annual provision 
for its maintenance from a fixed and permanent source, they have determined to propose 
to Parliament that an expenditure not exceeding twenty thousand pounds per annum for 
this purpose shall be charged upon the property remaining unappropriated in the hands 
of the Irish Church Temporalities Commission. 

In connection with this announcement I have to call the attention of the Senate to the 
financial aspect of the scheme which they have submitted to the Lord Lieutenant, and 
which has been laid before Parliament. 

As the scheme has been framed, the exhibitions, prizes, and other benefits for students 
are not limited by either a fixed numerical proportion or a defined standard of attainment. 

It is obvious that, before allotting any portion of the endowment to these purposes, 
sufficient should be retained to provide adequately for the indispensable official expenses 
of the University, for the examinations which will require to be held, and for the various 
incidental outlays connected with these essential matters. 

The Government, therefore, having now stated the amount of the annual provision 
which they are prepared to propose for the University, would desire that the Senate 
should review the portions of their scheme which involve expenditure, and, having regard 
to their probable income, should define the proportions in which they would propose to 
allocate it, under such heads as are referred to in this letter. 

I am, &c., 

The Secretaries to the Royal (Signed) W. E. FORSTER. 

University of Ireland. 



The Royal Universities of Ireland Offices, 

25, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin, 

Sir, 23rd July 1881. 

"We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, 
acquainting us, for the information of the Senate of this University, of the intention of 
Her Majesty’s Government to propose an annual charge of 20,000i. upon the funds in 
the hands of the Irish Church Temporalities Commission, and calling attention to matters 
connected with prizes, &c. We beg to inform you that your communication shall be 
forthwith laid before the Standing Committee of the Senate. 

We are, &c., 



The Right Hon. W. E. Forster, M.P., 
Irish Office, S.W. 



(Signed) 



J. C. 
D. B 



MEREDITH,! 
DUNNE, / 



Secretaries. 



The Royal University of Ireland Offices, 

25, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin, 

Sm, 27th July 1881. 

There being some difficulty in obtaining a full meeting of the Senate of this 
University to consider the letter addressed by yon to us dated the 22nd instant, a 
meeting of the Committee appointed by the Senate to prepare and. submit a scheme for 
the organization of the University was by direction of the Vice-Chancellor of the 
[C.— 2997.] Price \d. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





( 2 ) 

University, Lord O’ Hagan, held this day in London, when we were directed by them to 

make the*' following reply. ■ . 

We are instructed to state that the programme already submitted to the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Senate of this University was prepared in pursuance of clauses con- 
tained in the Act constituting the University, which required the Senate “ to prepare 
“ and forward a scheme that among other matters should provide for the establishment 
“ of exhibitions, scholarships, fellowships, and other prizes,” and also “ for carrying on 
" such public examinations of candidates for matriculation and degrees, and such other 
“ university examinations in secular subjects, including examinations of women for 
« degrees, and for such suitable certificates of proficiency, as might be necessary.” No 
limit having been by the Act placed on the pecuniary provision for these purposes, and 
the experience of the working of the Intermediate Education System in Ireland (which 
is now for three years in operation, and is engaged in encouraging the. study of the 
branches of learning that would form a preparation for an university,) exhibiting a large 
and continuing increase in the number of students both male and female, the scheme, 
so far as finance is concerned, was prepared upon a liberal basis. 

The amount of income which it is stated m your letter that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment intend to propose for the use of the University would not suffice to enable this 
scheme to be carried out ; and the Committee accordingly, assuming that the extent of 
the original financial propositions will have to be considerably reduced, have made a 
calculation of the amount requisite in order to defray the official and similar expenses 
necessary in order to conduct the business of the institution, and also of the expense of 
holding examinations yearly in all the various departments of knowledge which have 
been made part of the course of study approved by the Senate. 

I. Having regard to the necessity of an adequate staff such as exists in similar 
universities, and to the salaries for officers of the University already sanctioned by the 
Treasury, and to the scale of travelling expenses for the Senate and Standing Committee, 
which has been also approved by the Treasury, the Committee are not able to estimate 
the expenses under these heads at less than 4,000/. a year. If the expenses of printing 
and stationery are not to be provided (as in the London University) by the Stationery 
Department, an addition must be made. The amount for the London University under 
this head has recently been 'from 700/. to 800/. a year. 

II. The course of instruction adopted by the Senate involves examinations in a great 
variety of subjects. This the Committee find will necessitate a considerable number of 
examiners, and as, in order to secure confidence in their proceedings, the qualifications of 
those selected to discharge this duty should be of a superior character, the expenditure 
under this head must be large. The Committee do not anticipate that it can be less 
than 8,000/. a year. 

III. The residue of the income to be granted by Parliament would be available for 
scholarships, exhibitions, prizes, or other rewards for students. In connection with this 
the Committee have endeavoured to form an estimate of the numbers likely to take 
advantage of the University. Adopting the present average supply from the Queen's 
Colleges as one basis of calculation, they find that about 330 may be expected to 
matriculate from them each year. To these must be added new sources of supply from 
educational institutions, which owing to various reasons, at present unnecessary to 
mention, have not hitherto contributed to the numbers of the Queen’s Colleges, and 
from the female students under the Intermediate Education System, who are .there 
encouraged to pursue a course of learning fitting them for university training. In this 
way about 270 more than the number from the Queen’s Colleges may be anticipated; 
making, it ^is expected, the entire yearly supply about 600. As the course is to he a 
three years’ one in Arts the average number of students of the University when fully at 
work may be estimated at about 1,800. In the meantime all the existing students of 
every class of the Queen’s Colleges, who are by the statute entitled to the same position 
in the Royal as they had in the Queen’s University, must be taken into account. 

We have, &c., 

mi , (Signed) J. C. MEREDITH, "I 

The Right Hon. W. E. Forster, M.P. D. B. DUNNE, J Secretar ,eB * 
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